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For he was in the midst of men bent upon the
loot of the Church, upon pleasure, upon intriguing
for places at Court, for salaries, and for fragment
after fragment of the Royal fortune which they
were dilapidating. None of them did any
work unless it can be called work to pursue
such ends. William Cecil worked all his life,
with an iron will and a grasp of detail unpar-
alleled in his time and hardly equalled before or
since*
He had also an invincible tenacity, pursuing
an original plan unswervingly and moulding
to it any passing event. He had a profound
knowledge of men, choosing his servants with
skill and playing upon the weaknesses of all
around him. He acted admirably; he could
nearly always take a victim in, and the " old
fox," as they nick-named him towards the end
of his career, won nearly every conflict in which
he was engaged,
He was without joy, and one may fairly say
without religion. His motive was not hatred of
the Catholic Church such as we find in Cranmer
or in his own servant and head spy, Walsingham,
the chief of his intelligence department. He
destroyed the Church in England because he
desired to confirm his own wealth and that of
the clique of which he was the head, the new